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2 _JUNE OPERATION ~. !
(D minus 3 at time of operation; became D mirmug 4 when D=Day was postpenod.)

Operation Wo, 384 First ission Field Order 700

1, DECISION: Operations on this day werc specified for D mims 3
by the Overall Air Flan as modified by Headquarters A4,E.A.F, 411 objoc-
tives were loecated in the Pos de Calais (Fortitude) aroa, the actacks
having as their ose deception of the enemy as to the actual sssault
arca, (Cover Plan,) It was provided that in these operations immediately
preceding D=Day only one=half of the available heavy bombers were to be
employed in order to congerve the foree for an all-out asasnult in ddreet
support of the troop landings,

2+ FLANNING,

as The weather forceast for the Pas de Calais ares indieated
8/10-10/10 stratocumilus with bases 800-1500 feet and topa 7000-0000 fect.,

be In view of predicted cloud conditions, plans were made to
employ through the overcast bombing technigque in this operation which would
utilize approximately one=half of the awvailable heavy borbers, The follow-
ing allocation of targets among the thrce Bomb Divisions was made, the
nature and size of the objective determining the strongth of the attacldng
foreces

Chart Foroo
Rof, N Iarged Asglenod

Foree I = 3rd Bomb Diviszion
(Tactical Unit = Group of 18 B-17's with 1 H2X Pathfinder)

#1, Boulogne fires Medium Battery 3 Groups
%3, Eguihon Area Medium Battery 3 Groups
*Le Boulogne Area Medium Coastal Battery 3 Groupa
16, Wimereux Arca Field Battery 3 Croups
17. "Hmereux Area Heavy Coastal Battery 3 Groups

Foree II = 1st Bomb Division
(Tactical Unit - Group of 18 B=17's with 1 H2X Pathfinder)

¥, Boulogne Area ledium Battery 2 Groups
2., Neufchatel Area Medium Battery 2 Groups
#3, Equihen Ares Medium Battery 2 Groups
%4, DBoulogne Area Medium Coastal Battory 2 Groups
5« Hardclot Area Medium Coastal Battery 2 Groups
6. Dannes Area Dofended Loecality 2 Groups
7. 8t Cecily Arca Medium Comstal Battery 3 Groups
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Chart *\‘Q 74 Foreo
Ref, No, Inrget — Assigned

Foreec 111 - 2nd Bomb Division
fTﬂctian. Unit = Squadron of 12 B-24'g with 1 H2X Pathfinder)

8. ©St. Aubin Aroa Medium Coastal Battery 3 Squadrons
9. Stella Plage Area  Medium Coastal Battery 2 Squadrons
10, Berck sur Mer Area Ficld Battery 3 Squadrons
11. Berck sur Mer Area Medium Coastal Battery 3 Squadrona
12, Berck sur lier Area BRadar Installation 2 Squadrons
13, DBorek sur Mer Area Light Coastal Battery 2 Squadrons
14. Berck sur Mer Area Defended Loeality 1 Scuadron
15, ©Stella Flage Area Defended Loeality 2 Squadrons
18, Boauvolr Crossbor Installation (Damp) 6 Squadrons

* Units from more than one Force assimed to those targota.

H2X Pathfinder aireraft utilizing GIE fixes for navization were to be used
for target location except in the case of the units attacking the Crosabow
installation at Beauvolr, GH bombing equipment was to be used in this
instanco.

c¢e The general plan for routing of the bomber forecs followed n
pattern similar to that employed on provious large seale Crosshow opera-
tions, the problem boing to avold interference among the large number of
units attacking 18 different targets located within a realtively small area
and at the same time concentrate the attacks so that a minimm of anti-
aireraft fire could be brought to bear against the bombers ns a wholc,
Penetration and withdrawal corridors were assigned to each force as well as
specified periods of attack which woere 1200-1210 hours for Foree I, 1220-
1230 hours for Force II, and 12/0-1250 hours f¥r Forece III, 4s a Purther
measure to improve maneuverability, it was speecified that each force would
fly as three formations of equal sizec. The units of Force III assigned
to the Crosabow Installation at Beauveir were not included in the afore-
mentioned plan of attack, The six Squadrons detailed to this target were
to be divided into two waves, the firast to attack at 1310, the sccond at
1335, These timings werc set to avoid interforence with bombers returning
from their attacks on the coastal installations and the interval betwoen
the waves was to permit the GH ground station to change transmitter settings
for the Aiming Point of the later wave. The routing to this tarpget af-
forded the long, straight approach required by the GH equipment and due
consideration was glven to avoldance of the strongest anti-aircraft defen-
ges on both the penotration and withdrawal,

de In determining the strength and disposition of the fighter

support, it was considered unlikely that enemy aireraft would react to a
very limited penetration of the coastal area, Accordingly, area support by
three P-47 Groups and onec P=32 Croup was deemed adequate for the bombers
operating along the Pas de Calais. For the units assigmed to Beauvoir,
vhich would make a somewhat deeper penetration, ohe P~51 Group wans assigned
_as elose escort, In addition, one P=47 Group and twe P=51 Groups were de=
signated to patrol the Tournai, Compiceme and Evreux arcas under Ground
(type 16) control for the purpose of intorcepting enemy alreraft which
might be assembling as a precautionary measure against a possible deep
penetration by the heavy bombers,
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3. EXECUTION. £

ns Elght hundred and sixty-two heavy bombers werc dispatched
in the three forces partieipating in this operation, Despite the prescnce
of some cloud laycrs at assembly levels, units formed withoub difficul ty
and flew their missions essentially as planned,

b. Bombing through 10/10 eloud was nccomplished on H2X Path-
finders supplemented by GEE fixcs except in the casc of the units directed
against Beouvoir which utilized GH Pathfinders, Three units of the Foree
I were unable to attack due to fnllure of Pathfinder cquipment and twe
Squadrons of the Force III attacked assigned targets of othor units when
their respective lead Pathfinder beenme inoperative, 4 total of 776
bombers dropped 2322 tons, nll except 23 alreraft dropping on assignod
targets, Strike photographs wore unrevealing but subsequont rocommaissanee
cover was obtained, Bombing results arc summarized as follows:

Faree I = 3rd Bomb Divigion

Chart 4/C Disp. A/C Total

Hof,No, Torget Include TFE Bombg Dropped Rosults
*1, Boulogne 54 (5) 38 (3) 438x500 HE N4l
16, Wimeroux 56 (3) 12 (1) 210x500 Good
*3, Equihen 58 (3) 56 (3) 651x500 i1
* Boulogne 54 (3) 52 (3) 600x500 N1
27 Wmeroux 57 (3) 54 (3) 625%500 M1

283 (17) 218 (13)2524x500
Forca IT - 1st Bomb Division

*], Boulogne 38 (2) 38 (2) Lidxsed i
*3, Equihen 37 (2) 35 (2) 372%x500 M1
*,, Boulogne 37 (2) 37 (2) 394x500 M1
5 Hardelot 38 (2) 37 (2) 4062500 Nil
2 Neufehatel 43 (2) 42 (2) 500%500 i1
6, Dannes 32 (2) 38 (2) 415%500 Nil
% St. Cecily 55 (3) 52 (3) 610x500 M1

286 (15) 279 (15)3141%500

Forge III - 2nd Bomb Diwvision

9, Stella Flage 2 (2) 23 (2) 41000 Fair
8432000

15, Stella Plage 2% (2} 24 (2) 431000 1
228%2000

12, Berck sur Her 2t {13 il
Other Targots 23 (0) 92x%2000

13, Borek sur Mer 24 (2) 24 (2) 275%500 M1

1L, Borek sur Mer 12 1) 12 (1) 138x500 i1
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Chart L/C Disp, A/C Att, Total
Ref,llo, Target Inclucdes PFF Bombs Dropped Rosults
5 5o Borek sur Mor 37 (3) 36 (3) 402x500 Good
10. Barelk sur Mor 37 (3) 36 (3)  26x1000 M1
113x%2000
a. St. lubin 39 (3) 32 (3) 631000 M1
1372000
18, Beauvolr 71 (6) 63 (5) T44%500 Frir
203 (23) 279 (21) 40x1000
5142000
1559500
Totnl 862 (55) 776 (49)7224%500
40x1000
5142000

#nits from morc than onc Forec assignod to those tnrgets.

idthough it is indiented that only four of the spoeific targots were affoc-
ted by the bombing, there is evidence of damnge to other installations in
this heoavily fortifiod araan,

c. Fighter support wrs provided by 365 nireraft, 175 P=47's,
46 P-38'3, 144 P-51's from the cight assigned Groups. Js plonned, onc
.32 Group and three P-47 Groups afforded arca eover, one P=51 Group gave
closz cscort to the units assigned to Beauvoir and one P=47 and two F-51
Groupa operstod under Ground (type 16) control,

d. PFnemy opposition wns confincd solcly to anti-aireraft fire
which varicd from mengor to moderatc and was gonorally ineffeetive,

0. {11 bombers and fightors reoturncd from this oporsation,
Elcven of the formor and onc of the latter sustained battle damnga, =11
duc to anti-aireraft firoc.
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First lHission 2 Juno 1944

Foreo I Forec II Foreo III
(3rd B.D.) (18t B.D.)) (2nd B.D,) IHesion

HE/AVY BOMBERS B-17's B-17's Totals
A/C Adrborna 283 286 293 462
L/C Sorties 273 283 284 #40
/6 Excenting Assignments 218 279 279 776
Borths Dropped (Tons) 631 785,25 923.’?5; 2340
A/C Lost < G 0 0 0
Catogory "EM 0 0 0 0
A/C Battle Damaged 13 0 0 11
Claims Against E/A 0 0 0 0
Hssion
FIGHTERS P=4T P-38 Pe Totale
L/C Mrborne 175 46 144 365
A/C Sortics 171 43 139 353
L/C Exceuting lssignmonts 166 40 133 339
L/C Lost 0 0 0 0
Catopory "EV o o 0 0
L/C Battlc Danagoed ¢ 0 0 1
Claims Against E/L 0 0 0 0



